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From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
Auguft 25. 
HEY who affert, That 
in fuch a PolireAge as this, 
it is mere trifling to at- 
tempt to impofe upon the 
World, have in fome refpeét, Reafon 
on their fide ; but all things confide- 
red they do not argue right. There 
are a great many more private Per- 
fons at prefent than formerly, who 
sre able to refift the Force, and top 
the Courfe of Illufion. I own it, 
but withal reply, That our Age is 
as eafie to be —n upon as any 
whatfoever. And after what we 
have feen concerning an Explication 
of the Apocalypfe, we have no rea- 
fon to fay that the World is grown 
more cunning now a-days. In truth, 
it isnot; all the Delufions which 
tickle Men’s Fancies, go down glib 
They are not afham’d 


when they are convine’d that they 
have been overfeen; neither have 
they the lefs refpeét for them who 
have out-witted them ; and they cry 
out as loud as ever ag: intt thofe who 
have not faith enough to be delu- 
ded; a pretry Initance whereof we 
have inthe Cafe of James Aymer, a 
Frenchman, who pretended to find 
out all the Faults and Actions of 
Men, be they never fo feerct, only 
by the Motion of a pretended Wand, 

which he always carryed about him. 
Never did any thing make_a greater 
Noife, or occafion the Writing o 

fo many Books about the Miracles 
this Perfon was faid to do. I am 
certainly informed, that feveral Po- 
liticians in the Court of France 
thought at firft. that by the Virtue 
of this Wand they fhould in a fhort 
time gain greatAdvantages over their 
Enemies the Allies ; but it is evident 
they were mightily <difappointed i in 
their 


















their Expeétation Should I enlarge 
upon the Story ; the Gingle Hiftory 
of this Matter only would fill a 
whole Volume, and perhaps expofe 
the People of France to more con 

tempt than all the Writings of our 
late Hiftorians have done. It’s true, 
if James Aymar could have made his 
Pretenfions good, it might have 
gain’d the King many Signal Victo- 
ries: For then that Prince could 
have told what his Enemies had con- 
fulted in their Councils againft him, 
Jong before they were capable of 
putting their Deligns into Exccuti- 
on: Nay, he could have told by 
Virtue of this Wand. whether a 
Battle or a Siege would have turned 
to his Honour, or have proved fatal 
ro his Affuirs : But now to make my 
Reader a little merry ; if this great 
Prophet had been a true one, it 
might have carried the Reformation 
of Manners throughout the whole 
World, more effectually than the 
Mitiionaries with all their Art and 
Pains have hitherto done: For fhould 
fuch a Man be feated onthe Stage of 
this Terreftrial Globe ; — 
that Peft of a married Life, would 
foon be banifh’d all humane Society. 
Nei: her the ealians nor the Eaftern 
Nations would then have occafion to 
fet Guards over their Wives, or 
watch them with Argys’s Eyes them- 
felves; each Man would truft to 
their Honefty, and they need but 
bring them to the Teft ofthe Wand, 
and the Men would not only free 
themfelves from wrackin res, 
which too often haften their Ruin; 
but they would perceive themfelves 
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under the Necefflity of maintainin 
their Conjugal Vow, if they had 
any value for theirown Reputation. 
The being call’d to the Court. and 
appearing before a@ Prince, would 
{trike lefs Horror into the Mind of 
the Guilty, than the Arrival of an 
Abarss. The greateft number of 
Offences, the moft dangerous Sins, 
fuch I mean, as are commitred under 
the hopes that they'll never rife up 
totheir publick Shame ; would be 
entirely fupprefsd by thinking en 
the Wand: And then we might, in 
the Senfe of Horace, truly fay, 


The Ox would fafely range through 
the /pacious Meadews ; 
The kind Godde/s cf Plenty would fi'l 
our Barns with Encreafe ; 
Fidelity would not be afraid of being 
cenfur'd : 
The chaf? Matron would not be charg'd 
with Adultery: 
New marry'd Brides would produce 
© the Image of their Husbands : 
Cendign Lf unif>ment would clofe pur- 
fue the daring Offender, 
Horat, Ode 15, Book 4. 


And farther, this Wand would te 
of wonderful Advantage to the 


Worldy it wou!d eafe the Publick of 


the Funds it is obliged to eltablifh 
for the Maintenance of Foundlings : 
For it would difcover thofe who are 
their Parents, and force them to 
maintain them themfelves: Becfides. 
it would enhaunce the Fear of the 
evil Confequence ; which Dread is 
fuch a reftraint upon Incontinency, 
that without it there would be more 
frequent 
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frequent and more feandalous Acts 
of Uncleannefs committed: The Fe- 
male Sex, more commonly awd by 
this Fear than Men are, would be 
more cautious of their Chaftity, to 
chufe out a By-Cottage for Lying tn, 
ro call a Midwife with her kyes 
Blindfold, and by a round about 
way to order the Child to be laid in 
the Streets in the dead of the Night: 
Thefe and all the other Precautions 
would fignifie noching, im cafe the 
Wand had the Virtue they talk of: 
It would chalk out the way to the 
very Chamber of the Woman thar 
lyes in, better than a Hound could 
follow the Scent of the Hare to her 
Form : It would put an end to all the 
falfe Oaths that are taken. by thofe 
who are not willing to be at the 
Charge of keeping a Baftard; fince 
the Mother would oblige them ro it, 
by appearing without any Shame be- 
fore a Magiftrate, for that very pur- 
pofe. But ro come a little clofer to 
the Matter, I fhall relare a Paflage or 
two concerning the pretended Virtue 
of Fames Aymar’s Wand. The Prior 
of the Charter Houfe of Ville neuve 
in Avignon, travell'd thro’ Orange 
with Fames Aymar, by whofe Aiii- 
{tance he pretended to difcover feve- 
ral hes at of Land that were 
loft; but by chance he was made 
ufe of upon another Occafion. Three 
Days before, a Child was laid at the 
Gate of the Convent of the Capu- 
chins: The Reétor of the Hofpiral 
defired Fames Aymar to difcover the 
Perfon who did it. To this he rea- 
dily confented, came to the Canu- 
chin’s Gate, where the Child had 
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been laid, and in the View of a great 
Multitude. took the Way which the 
motion of hisWand dire&ted him'to, 
and went toa Village of the County 
of Venaifin, nam’d Camaret, and from 
thence into a Farm-Houfe, which he 
faid pofitively was the Place where 
the Child was born, I torgot to tell 
you, that in the way, he met witha 
Man on Horfcback, and that by the 
motion of his Wand, he difcover’d 
that he was the Father of the Found- 
hng. The Judge of the Place, ei- 
ther of nis own accord, or at the 

Sollicitation of fome Perfons con- 

cerned, defired James Aymar, and 

thofe who fet him to work, to make 

no farther Enquiry, and that he 

would caufe the Child to be taken 

home again ; which was according- 

ly done. The Conclulion of this 

notable Story, with an Account how 

Fames Aymar’s Wand came to lofe 

its admirable Virtue and the Dif- 

appointment many of the People of 
France met with, upon the Difcove- 

ry of the Cheat, muft be referv'd to 

fillup part of another Paper. 


——-- 





St. Fames’s Square, Augult 26.. 


The following Cetrer I rnceiv'd- 
laft Night. from the Hand of a little 
Boy, who knock d at my Door after 
Candle-Light. 


SIR, 


Hefe Lines come-from a Virgin 
of Sixteen, who is very ambi- 


tious of Glory, as having a Fortune 
to 





to fupport that Pretenfion: It muft 
be fomething that is fingular, and 
runs our of the common Level, 
which will ferve my turn. I have 
an Averfion to the Converfation of 
Men; for that methinks looks like 
Love, which is acrifling thing, not 
worthy the Notice of a great Mind ; 
and to be converfant with thofe of 
my own Sex, I reckon a Blemith to 
my Character, as furpatiing them 
both in Beauty and Wir. Now it 
you can lay me down a Scheme, 
whereby I may be diltinguifhed 
from my Superiors; I value not 
what Penance I futter, to obtain the 
end. Methinks it is little for a Peau- 
tiful Maid as Iam, to ftand upon a 
Level, with others: it is fomething 
better I want. Sir, pray be fpeedy 
in your Anfwer, my Fancy will not 
let me ftav long. Whatever your 
Advice is, I have vow'd to guide my 
felf by it, and will perform, as 
knowing you are capable of direct 

ing me up to the higheft Step of 
Honour. If you fay I muft run to 
the Shades, I will go; if you bid me 
toil, 1 will Weed and Plant; or if 
you call me into a Nunnery I will 
enter into that Prifon ; provided the 
Labour and Confinement be not 
lafting, for that I cannot endure nei- 

ther. lam, 


Your's, &e, 


This Epiftle is fo particular, that 
Lam as eager as the Lady who wrote 
it, to return an Anfwer, which I 
have here done, 


. 
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MADAM, 


I Aflure you whatever Progrefs you 

mike in a common Road, there 
will be ten thoufand before you ; 
but take one quire contrary, as you 
feem to be defirous of, you'll meet 
with few or no Rivals : | have there 
fore mark’d you out the licleby Path 
of Vertue to walk in, where are 
very few Travellers: Be nimble, 
and you may out-{trip a!l that are 
gone betore you; you cannot be 
{ingular, without obferving this 
Rule : Sacrifice your Riches to your 
own Glory. and thatGeneroliry will 
raife you above any thing that is 
commton, and fer you ona Throne 
higher than thofe of Princes. Tem- 
perance with a Contempr of the 
World, beautifies a Virgin. and 
m.kes her out-fhine al! the Daugh- 
ters ot Adami, who are mix d amon 
the Crowd, and going in the _ 
Road. You tell me in your Letter, 
you have fworn to tollow my Inftru- 
€tions: Be not then fo diffolure, as 
to commit the height of Perjury in 
your tender Years; but let me fpee- 
dily hear chat you have follow d my 
Advice, and are already enter'd up- 
on your Progrefs, inthe very Way 
I have here directed you to go; and 
fo [ fhall ever look upon you as more 
admirable than the reft of your Sex, 
who do not follow your Foot fteps. 
This is fufhcient from, 


Your affured Friend, 


Heifter Ryley. 






indeed 


oy = edad. lag 












































